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The Sanskrit Fables in World Literature
and Art Forms

Prof. Manjula Devi

The Sanskrit fables and tales, which have their origin in the Vedic
literature, contain no such rigid distinction. These are specially intended to
teach practical wisdom and lessons of polity. The fables and tales always
attract the human mind, which have a didactive motive and a sententious
note. It is interesting to note that, in the fables, all sorts of human behaviour
are transferrved to the animal kingdom. Thereby, the stories become allegories,
which provide moral instruction through amusement. The Paficatantra, the
Hitopadesa, the Vetalapaiicavimsati, the Simhasanadvatrimsika, the
Sukasaptati, etc., deserve particular mention among the Sanskrit fables. The
fables have an extensive circulation, both in the country of its origin and
throughout the nations as various versions of translations and adaptations
are composed all over the world. This is due to the vast popularity of the
fables that these texts have gained currency in different parts of the world.
Equally, the fables have enriched the diverse art forms of the various nations
of the world.




The Content and Context of Sukasaptati:
A Reading of Its Fables from
a Western Translation

Dr. Pranjal Sharma Bashishtha

A late addition to the Katha-Upakatha (tales-and-fables) tradition of
Sanskrit literature is Sukasaptati, which is a nearly twelfth century CE text
by one Cintamani Bhatt. The text contains seventy-two tales, including different
types of fables. The content of the text is also varied and closely related to the
contemporary socio-religious context.

The present paper primarily attempis at a critical evaluation of the
content of Sukasaptati by emphasizing aninvestigative consideration of its
Jfables. It also aims to discern their contextual bearings. In the process, B.

Hale Wortham's translation of Sukasaptati has been the primary text. The
research methods used in the paper have been analytical and comparative.

Keywords: Animal fable, clash of religions, fable, Female Power, pure fable,
patriarchy




Mora Paritta, Peacock Fable, and
Moral Teaching in Theravada

Buddhism:A Study

Dr. Ramala Sarma

The Buddha was predominantly an ethical teacher. His chief concern
was to show humans a path to peaceful life through the cultivation of the right
knowledge, conduct, and concentration. That he did through various methods.
Teaching through fables is one of them. These fables underpin some of the
Parittachanting (protective chanting) that the Buddhist followers, particularly
the Theravadi, recite during their observance days. This paper throws light
on the Buddhist chanting of Mora Paritta (peacock's profective chanting)
and traces back to the MoraJataka tale that underpins this practice. Then,
the work tries to find out the relevance of the peacock story to the Buddhist
concept of tanha (desirve) and its resultant suffering and tries to establish how
the fable behind this chanting is a moral lesson on the efficacy of walking a
righteous path and keeping suffering at bay.

Keywords: Paritta chanting, Mora Paritta, Buddhist fables, Peacock tale,
Buddhist moral teaching




An Analytical Study of the Moral
Values in the Selected Jatakas of
Jatakamala of Aryasura

IMTHIRRASTTARHTATAT: i ferasirdehy
AfdeRgeaaraTi fasereuahR eIy

Dr. Swapan Mal & ArpitaNath

From the start of civilization, there was a great heritage and culture in
India. We see an immense influence of Vedic literature and Classical Sanskrit
literature on Indian tradition as well as Buddhist literature. The tales and
fables like Pancatantra and Hitopadesa and so on are very unique and
experimented with methods for the teaching of innocent people. In the Buddhist
tradition, we can see the same but more innovative and unique concept for
the benefit of the people of society. As per the heritage of Buddhist literature,
Lord Buddha was born many timesin this world and he was able to recall his
previous birth. In this connection, the disciples of Lord Buddha collected the
stories of various births, like S’ivir@'a, Agastya, Hamsa, Mahabodhi and so
on. The collection of the story is called J @&akamala or Bodhisattvavadanamala.
The great poet Aryasira selected the 34 siories in his book Jatakamala. Many
teachings are found here, like Dana, Atithisatkara, Daya, Ksama, Pavitrata,
Satkarma ete. Teachings of Lord Buddha as we find in these selected J @takas
of Aryasii ra are described in this article through an analytical method.

Keywords: Jataka, Bodhisattva, Avadana, Dana, Atithisatkara, Satkarma.




Exploring the Narrative World of
Fable: A Critical Study of Hitopadesa

Dr Purabi Goswami

Traditionally fables functioned as a powerful medium of moral
instruction. Pandit Vismisarma composed Pajicatantra Kathamukham (a
collection of fables) to make the dull sons of a king wise and intelligent. Lessons
on social, familial and political issues were given through fables.Considering
the significant role that the fables plaved inancient India to impart knowledge
the paper writer seeks to look into the process of meaning-making. For
example, how the narrator in a fable carries away the reader with the narrative
and convinces the reader about the moral emphasis. Inother words, the paper
will examine the hermeneutics of fable writing bringing in Western as well as
Classical Sanskrit theoreticiansdeliberations on the ideas on interpretation.




Environmental Awareness in the
Hitopadesa with special
Reference to Mitralabha

Dr. Rashmi Devi
Dr. Binita Bora Dev Choudhury

The study of environment is the most importantissue in the present time.
Environmental degradation is the greatest dangers that our generation will
Jface in the future. Everywhere reckless destruction of natural flora and fauna
is in evidence. Creating environmental awareness and love for environment
in our generation has become important. Welearn about the environmental
consciousness through literature. e find the description of the environment
in the ancient Sanskrit literature. Qur ancestors were very much conscious
about protecting the environment. They have pointed out the necessity of
harmonious relationship between living beings and the entire
environmentthrough the literature- like the Vedas, Upanisads, Epics, fable
literatures etc. It is evidencedin these literature that different natural creations
like earth, rivers, water, stone, birds, animals etc., had a special
position; animals and plants constitute one vibrant system, every part of which
is alive and responsive. In the Hitopadesa, rivers, water, birds, plants and
animals are the part of nature and environment which take a role or character
of the stories narrated in it. In this paper an attempt is made to highlight the
environmental awareness as depicted in the Hitopadesa.

Key words : Hitopadesa, environmental awareness, fable literature, present
time.




The Pasupaksivicintana of Hari
Narayan Dikshita: Clarion
call for Ahimsa

Ms. Ramya Bhatt

Mankind has been closely living with birds and animals. Theindus people
worshipped animals and deified them. Mohenjo-dare and Harappa seals
revealing a male god surrounded by four, show the importance of animals in
this planet. Even today we can see deities having animals as their weapons or
vehicles.

Description of birdsand animal can be found in our literature as early
as the Vedas. Smrtis, Epics, Purdnas, Kavyas and popular fables like the
Parnicatantra and Hitopedesa follow. In all these literature, humans have been
depicted as closely interacting with the fauna and many a time, values are
taught to humans through fables in the form the behaviour of the animals and
birds.

Pasupalsivicintana of Dr Hari Narayan Dikshit is one such work which
highlights the concept of Ahimsathrough a plea to the human world to let the
Jauna live peacefully without fear.




Buddhist Fables and Murals at Ajanta
Caves: Some Reflections

Shoumanya Mukherjee

Art includes the various branches of creative activities such as
Architecture, Sculpture, Painting, Music, Literature, Dance ete. Ajanta Caves
in India are famous for its greatest tradition of painting all over the world.
In fact Ajanta is a different world where we find the illustrations of various
Buddhist fables which are the reflections of Buddhist teachings. Ajanta has
30 caves including cave no 154 which are divided into two parts i.e.
Satvahana caves and Vakataka caves. Amongst all‘these caves this paper
attempts to explore the principal values of Buddhism from the murals ofcave

no 1, 2,16 and 17 as they constitute the major amount of surviving murals
based on Buddhist fables at Ajanta.

Key words: Buddhism, Fables, Murals, Ajanta caves, Values.




AdvaitaTeachings in The Karkati Fable
of Yogavasistha Teaching Advaita

Sudarsan Krishna

Fables have been an important tool in communicating abstract thoughts
in an easily comprehensible way from the time of the Upani sads. Though the
Jables have been used widely to teach statecraft, they find a place in
philosophical literature too. The tenets of Advaita have been taught through
stories and fables in texts like the Yogavasistha. This article tries to explain
the place of fables in Advaita narrative, basedon a story from the Yogavasistha
about a Karkati (crab) and her interaction with the king and the minister of

Kiratas.




Characteristics of Fables in
Mahabharata vis-a-vis
Paficatantram' and 'Hitopadesah'

Dr. Jayashree Sakalkale

Fables are ever popular source of entertainment not only for children
but for elders also. We find fables, myths and fairytales all over the world in
folklore and literature. India has a great tradition of storytelling. '‘Ramayana’
and ‘Mahabharata' both of our great epics are consequent products of this
tradition. Later on 'Paficatantra’ and 'Hitopadesa' become popular amongst
Indians and neighboring couniries. In ‘Mahabharata' Fables form a part of
Updesas. Especially in Santiparvawefind several fables. Most of these fables
are told by Bhisma to Yudhisthiva while consoling him and instructing him
about his duties. This paper aims at discussing characteristics, focus of the
fables of Mahabharata with special reference to 'Santiparva’ and its similarities
with 'Paiteatantra’ and 'Hitopadesa'.

Keyword: Fables Mahabharata, Characteristics, Paficatantra, Hitopadesa, moral




Poverty Narration in Paficatantra:
A Socio-cultural Study

Dr. Dharmendra Das

Poverty is one of the major concept accepted ineurriculum of humanity
and social science. It is a condition which is deprived of essentials that
determine the quality of life. Poverty is analyzed in Sanskrit literature as
social indicator like illiteracy level. Moral teaching through poverty narration
is one of the poetic components of Sanskrit fable literature. In the light of
socio-cultural investigation, the current study is.a modest attempt to discuss
about description of poverty as reflected in Sanskrit fable particularly in
Paficatantra.

Key words: Poverty, Fable, Sanskrit, Socto-cultural, Paficatantra, llliteracy




The Paricatantra stories: Elucidating
the Socio-Political Facets in the
Context of Modern Day Statecraft

Dr. Anita Sarma

The Paficatantra (Five treatises) is the collection of ancient Indian 'Fables'
originally written in Sanskrit verse and prose, arranged within toframe astory.! Literally,
the Paficatantra can be explained as interweaving of five skeins of traditions and
teachings into a text. The book provides for stories conveying ¢ach- a lesson where the
speaker is mostly an animal. These legends mostly earried through oral traditions via
the medium of animals etc are known originally as 'dantakatha or fables in English. It
is believed that though the surviving book of the Paicatantra is dated to about 200
BCE, but the fables are much.more ancient and are based on older oral traditions of
Hinduism. Patrick Olivelle in the introductery paragraph of his translation of the book
quotes Edgerton (1924) that the Paficatantra is 'certainly the most frequently translated
literary product of India' ®. The Paficatantra stories are also very much popular across
the world in different religions and cultures. There is an interesting fact associated with
the internationalisation of the Paficatantra. As the earliest translations of the Paficatantra
were in Pehlavi and Arabic and it was Borzury, the personal physician of Nushirvan,
the Persian emperor, who came to India in the 6th century looking for Mrtasafijivani,
the mystical herb that could give life to the dead. However, he did not get the herb,
instead was introduced to the Paficatantra and after reading the work he realised that
the magical herb was knowledge and the corpse was ignorance.?




Seeds of Fable in Vedic Literature

Dr. P. C. Muralidharan

The core aspects of fables such as, conveying a moral message through
short narratives, having animal characters, employving the political wisdom
while confronting difficult situations in life in the form of stories, are seen in
many places of Vedic literature. In Vedas, on some oceassions significantly
the characters may be divine or sages or even the mixture of both alongside
of animals. To explain a particular idea, the method of using the animal
illustration was initially adopted by the Vedic seers.This method of narrating
stories woven with animal characters, has later evolved into a full fledged
presentation of stories during Brahmana and Upanisad periods. This is
discussed below.




Traces of Narratives in the
Upanisad Literature

Animesh Adhyapok

The Upanisads are the treasure of wisdom and recognized as the
Jhanakanda' of the Vedas. The word 'Vedanta' is also conferred to the
Upanisads as it completes the wisdom of the Vedas: The central idea of the
Upanisads is founded upon the worship without material presence of offerings.
1t stresses upon the spiritual development of individual being to be prospered
to attain the supreme most experience of bliss. Bliss in the form of liberation
or Moksa that unites the individual self with the supreme i.e. Brahman. In this
Jjourney of spiritual enlightenment the Upanisads laid down some of the
narratives which are associated with ethical and philosophical elements of
facts. In this paper a venture has been taken up to highlight on those of the
narratives with their implications to the present relevance. Which are relevant

in modern day context.

Key words : Narrative, Upanisad, Atman, Brahman, Fthics, Philosophy.




Fables From Mahabharata

R. Rajalakshmi

The word 'Fables' denote Nitikathas related with birds and animals.
These are imaginary stories which convey valuable morals. As the Vedas are
considered as Anadi, which literally means the one which has no beginning, it
could be understood that the Vedas are the source of all the Sastras. So, fables
too have their roots in Vedas. The great epic Mahabharata is considered as
the fifth Veda, other than the four commonly known Vedas. It comprises the
essence of Vedic perceptions. It is vastdike an ocean and contains many
Upakathas. The main theme is Dharma. So, it is very natural to find political,
economic, social, personal, and many more Dharmas init which are illustrated
by varieties of stories. Among these stories, there are numerous fables. This
article is a humble attempt in exploring some selected fables present in
Mahabharata.

Keywords: Fables, Nitikathas, Mahabharata, Upakathas, Dharma




Life Lessons From the
Caturvimsatigurus

Dr. V. Preethi

Fables are the timeless literary devices used as an enchanting method
to teach morals to everyone. The fableliterature in Sanskrit, especially the
works, the Paficatantra and the Hitopadesa are the finest ever brilliant
instances of this genre in the world.

The Puranas are a medley of fables and fairy tales, Philosophy and
religion, myth and legend. The Bhagavata Purana is the most popular among
all the Puranas. This Purana emphasizes the value of bhakti (devotion) and
virakti (detachment) through stories.




Buddhist Ethics of Brahmaviharas
With Special Reference to
The Jataka-Tales: A Study

Sukanta Ghosh & Bitupon Borah

Buddhism is one of the largest religions in the world, which is originated
two thousand five hundred vears ago in India. Buddhism is called an ethical religion
because it does not depend on the existence of God, but instead it believes in the
teachings of the Buddha. Buddhawas a true altruistic teacher of moral philosophy.
Brahmaviharas is a central concept of Buddhist ethies. It contains a series of four
Buddhist virtues; they are - Metta(loving-kindness), Karu? a (compassion), Mudita
(jov) and Upekkha (equanimity). In Buddhism, J ataka-tales were considered as the
major sources for developing the character of the people. These tales carried strong
and inspiring messages of compassion, kindness, non-violence, self-scarifies etc.
They explain the concepts of karma and rebirth, and teach moral values. The
Jataka iales brought alive the stories of the Buddha's past lives. In these stories,
the Buddha in his personification as a series of Bodhisaitvas, is represented as
being supremely intelligent. This paper is an attempt to reawaken how the Jataka
tales teach people about Buddhist ethical principles and practices, especially the
practice of Brahmaviharas.

Keywords: Altruistic, Compassion, Equanimity, Non-violence, Bodhisattvas,
Moral.




The Two Popular Fables on the
Rajadharma

Dr. M. Archana

Human beings have always been attracted by the animal kingdom. The
behavioural patterns of the animals fascinated a man's keen sense of observation.
The affection showered by the domesticated animals like dogs and cats, the majesty
of the lion, the enormous size of an elephant, the ferocity of tiger, the cunningness
of jackal, the swifiness of a stallion or a black buck, to name a few, caught his
attention and he could find a crude alignment in their natural tendencies which
oot reflected in the behavioural patterns of fellow fuman beings in their inter-
personal relationships. Thus, these natural tendencies found their way in
characterisation while creating plots for stories that depicted the moral lessons
Jfor understandability, highlighted the value systems for betterment of life and to
live in harmony with fellow beings in a society. This paper highlights two fables
that are found on Rgadharma in the Santi-parva of the Mahabhiarata.




The use of Fables in the Teaching-
Learning Process-with Special
Reference of Paficatantra

Himadri Sarma

Fableis aclass of Sanskrit literature which is connected with two branches
i.e, Nitisastra and Arthasastra. The Paficatantra falls under Nitisastra or
didactic fable literature. It is an ancient Indian collection of interrelated animal
fables in Sanskrit verse and prose, arranged within a frame story. It was
written to make the princes learned. So the stories of Paficatantra were used
as the means of teaching. Eveninpresent days also the stories of Paficatantra
are used as the means of teaching. Sein this paper an attempt has been made
to discuss in this regard:

Keywords: Paicatantra, fable, teaching, moral, animal.




Morals Imparted from the Panicatantra
and Its Relevance to New Generation

Aligunjana Sarma

Fables are a class of stories, especially supernatural ones, not based
on facts. Fables mostly have animals as characters and convey morals to the
people. To a certain extent, fables can be consideredas the bearers of culture
and literature of a country. The word 'fable’ originates from the Latin word
fabula,' which means discourse. Before being recorded in awritten form, the
stories were mainly propagated through narration, which has been a long-
standing tradition in India. These fables of Pancatantra, Hitopadesa, Jataka
katha etc. give us moral values which are relevant to present day also. In this
paper, an effort will be made to find out morals from some famous stories of

Pancatantra and its relevance to present day children.

Keywords: Paiicatantra, moral education, children.




Representation of Women in
Paificatantra: A socio-cultural study

Debarati Chandra

This paper will re-examine the Pajicatantra stories to review the
portrayal of women in them. Women have always been worshipped, adored
and revered in ancient and Modern Sanskrit literature. In Padicatantra,
references to women are very few. In some of the stories [For this paper, T
have referred to Arthur William Ryder's The Pavicatantra(1925), University
of Chicago Press] women are poriraved as virtuous, wise counsellors and
better halves to their male partners in the trie sense whereas in some stories
they are portrayed with negative characteristics. The Paficatantra stories were
composed or compiledto educate the three ignorant sons of king Amarasalkti.
These fables are very popular with children also. So, representation of gender
in these siories are a very crucial aspect to ponder over because these stories
have a permanent impression on the young minds.

Keywords: fable, women, representation, gender.
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Fables are said to be the storehouse of moral wisdom. Though the moral
lessons in fables are believed to be meant for children, they are equally useful
Jfor adults. Moral stories besides inculcating moral values also help people to
move on a better path. Ndrdyan Pandit s HitopadesSa and Jean de [.a Fontaine s
Les Fables are widely read all over the world for the moral lessons and the
practical wisdom ingrained in them. Though both thebooks are from different
countries and their times were also different yet few similarities can be
observed from the perspective of morality. This research paper attempts a
brief discussion along with a comparative study of moral knowledge perceived
in Hitopadesa and Les Fables.
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